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	Press release

Strasbourg, June 15 2010 


The European Parliament is listening to millions of European citizens’ voices against poverty. Will the European Council also listen? 

Strasbourg, June 15 2010 – In the run-up to the European Council meeting on 18 June, dozens of activists from civil society organisations, representatives of the United Nations Millennium Campaign, the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and Euro parliamentarians gathered today at the European Parliament to urge the 27 EU Member States to adopt an ambitious stance in order to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015. 

A giant petition symbolising the mobilisation of 505,823 European citizens on behalf of the poor and hungry was handed over to the President of the European Parliament, Mr. Jerzy Buzek. Also present were Ms Eva Joly, president of the European Parliament’s Development Committee and MEP Mr. Michael Cashman, rapporteur of today’s European Parliament resolution on the MDGs.

"Our ambitions will be fulfilled only when we show the will to support them with our own efforts. And our political elites have to know that they have the strong support of the public in turning those ambitions into reality - in making solidarity with the developing countries a reality. For that, we need such initiatives as the EU-wide e-card campaign organized by the UN Millennium Campaign together with many NGOs", said Mr Buzek. 
Mr. Buzek committed to convey the citizens’ message to the Heads of State and Governments attending the European Council meeting on 18 June to establish the European position at the review summit of the Millennium Development Goals in September 2010. 

The UN Millennium Campaign and its partners, “Global Call to Action Against Poverty” and “Concord”, welcome the adoption by the European Parliament of an ambitious and binding resolution calling on all EU Member States to speed up their efforts to reach the MDGs. 

The mobilisation of 505,823 European citizens reinforces the clear message given last October by the two million people who participated in the ”Stand Up” events throughout Europe to demand a concrete and ambitious action for the eradication of poverty.

“It is now time for the EU to deliver on its development promises,” said Eveline Herfkens, Founder of the UN Millennium Campaign. 

“EU donor countries must urgently announce national action plans and timetables to meet their existing aid commitments to reach 0.7% of their GNI as ODA by 2015. They must also improve the way they deliver aid by ensuring better coordination and division of labour,” she added.
"What I want to see is leadership from the EU. Not the minimum set that they can agree on, but a commitment to that 0.7% of gross national income, a commitment to additional financing", underlined rapporteur Michael Cashman. 

“Furthermore”, added Annika Soder, UN MDGs Coordinator, Assistant Director General, FAO, “the role the EU plays as the world’s largest donor of development aid is being undermined by the effects of its own agriculture policy which has become a burden for world food security and prevents poor countries from lifting themselves out of poverty”.  

«The Millennium Declaration was adopted by Heads of State and Government. Ten years later, we ask our Heads of State and Government to reaffirm their commitments. If we want the MDGs agenda to be delivered, our leaders should not delegate their responsabilities. For the remaining five years, we  call on our leaders to ensure a transparent and concrete process including annual progress reports», said Olivier Consolo, director of Concord, Confederation of European NGOs. 
As 2015 rapidly approaches, we remind Heads of State and Government of the need to keep their promises and listen to their citizens. 

Pictures and video footage free of rights are available on request from 

Sara Kianpour, sara@campagnedumillenaire.org
, + 33 (0) 6 30 83 94 66

Florian Eisele, florian.eisele@ampersandglobal.com, +32 4732-39577 
Pictures are also available on http://www.flickr.com/photos/29653180@N07/4703416336/in/set-72157624156348929/
Reminder : 

The Millennium Development Goals were adopted by Heads of State and Government of the United Nations at the Millennium Summit in 2000. They solemnly undertook to achieve eight goals by 2015.

Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
Goal 2: Ensure primary education for all

Goal 3: Promote gender equality and empower women

Goal 4: Reduce Child Mortality Rate

Goal 5: Improve maternal health 
Goal 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other diseases

Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability

Goal 8: Develop a global partnership for development

Ten years after their adoption the goals will be the subject of an assessment at an “Anti-poverty Summit” in New York between September 20 and 22 with a view to speeding up their realisation.

